232      MY TRAVELS IN THE   EAST
At the age of nine he was sent to a
school. After receiving his school education he
joined the University of Santo Tomas in
Manila. After Ms college career he went to
Spain where he obtained the degrees ia
Medicine and in Philosophy from the Central
University of Madrid. Later on he visited
Prance, Germany and England. He was a
skilful surgeon, a scientist, a poet, a novelist,
a sculptor and a linguist. Amongst the best
novels he wrote are 'Noli Me Tangere' and
CE1 Filibus Terismo' which describe the then
distressing conditions of the Filipinos.
While in Spain and in other foreign
countries he and his colleagues used to publish
articles in newspapers, pamphlets, booklets and
books^ describing the ,then conditions of their
beloved countrymen and strongly urged for
political reform. After a few years' stay
abroad Dr. Rezal returned in June, 1892, to
his motherland for the second time. While
in Hongkong for a couple of months on his
way back to Philippine he made up his mind
to form a political organisation. Accordingly
after his return to his motherland he
organised an association named cLa Liga
3?ilipina.' When the Spanish authorities came